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’_Design & Fine Art

By Mariam Eshag

The modern art world has brought a breath of fresh air back into
architecture design. Today what is considered chic and elegant is
a cross between the classic, rustic, and traditional along with a
twist of new age designs. Many designers and architects are now
trying to incorporate traditional designs that are full of culture to
newer buildings.

Preserving the traditional styles and electrilying them with simple
modern touches gives buildings a different feeling. A once broken
down, good for nothing, waste of space, can be transformed into a
beautiful building through the local cullure yet still have a modern

feeling to it.
Rowad today interviews one of Bahrain’s youngest architects and

designers Maysam Al Nasser. Maysam has taken on a number of
projects that included the heritage festival and many others.

Rowad Asked:

Tell us more about Maysam as a person not as an owner of 1:1
architecture. Was art part of childhood?

Art has always been part of my life. My mum used to take me
with her to the cultural center everyday where | was exposed to
music, visual and performance arts, and got to participate in a
lat of competitions, locally and internationally. After homework,
she used to take me to the seashore with a painting kit to draw
outdoors, and showed me there is beauty in everything even a
dead palm tree. | grew up to marry a music composer, who lived
in a house of poetry. 5o art has always been around me

What led you to your career path as an architect?

I've always believed that places define us as much as we define
them. I've been interested in this envelope that holds time and
memories, and some of our personalities.
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The gbility.to impact a person or a community’s
quality of life through the built form is what | aspire
for.

How does art influence your architecture designs?

Like all other art forms, architecture is not just
fun;tlonal; but conceptual and abstract, with meaning
behind every line. The difference between it and other
forms of art, in my opinion, is that each “art piece” is
not complete till it's inhabited. Occupants add the last
touphes to spaces by the way the utilize them, letting
their lives spill into those spaces. And a good design
allows for this unity..

How does Art affect your daily life?

From color of food, the choice of electronics, to the
route | take to go somewhere, designs has always
been the main force influencing my daily decisions.
But above all, (as art is not about visual aesthetics
only, but the concept and meaning behind things), it
makes me interpret things differently, whether it's
the rea.l plot in a movie, the concepl behind a piece

of music, an abstract painting or the real meaning
behind a picture. Art gives a way of thinking that helps
decode all the symbols that life throws around us...
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